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Political culture as explained by various scholars refers to the set of beliefs, sentiments, and attitudes that provides the underlying rules governing the behavior of a political system (Berezin 4). As such most countries use the set beliefs and sentiments to give meaning and order to the apolitical process. Daniel Elazar, a political scientist, considered political culture as one of the reasons making various states enact contrasting policies while dealing with a similar problem (Talerico 10). Elazar therefore, in his typology identifies specific political subcultures that combine to form a strong and unique Texas political culture. As Elazar argues, the three political subcultures: moralistic, individualistic, and traditionalistic lays the foundation for a better understanding of the relationship between the functions of the federal and the national government in Texas.
The individualistic political subculture views politics as a marketplace. As Talerico suggests, the culture portrays politics as a dirty game where politicians' intentions for contesting are mainly based on material self-interest (13). Politicians, therefore, compete for individual interests in the political field to better themselves. The citizens just like the politicians are not interested in societal interest, however, the main focus is on privacy concerns. Moreover, political innovations are only realized when there is public demand for critical services where politicians aim for the achievement of electoral success. The individualistic culture as such limits the government's role. The culture allows the government to primarily make the marketplace functioning. Again, the culture negatively views bureaucracy and gives citizens the voting role as citizens are never encouraged to take part in government activities.
On the other hand, moralistic culture checks much on collective action. Moralistic culture presents collective action as the prerequisite for good politics and the achievement of the government's objectives (Talerico 23). In that manner, the culture gives the community more power in controlling the political activities. Again, the culture treats political parties as secondary elements as there is a natural inclination to non-partisan solutions. Finally, political participation is widespread and citizens take a greater role in political participation through direct democracy.
Lastly, the traditionalistic culture is structured to benefit the elites as it preserves their status quo. This political culture limits power to wealthy business members and landholders (Talerico 19). Subsequently, non-elites participation is highly discouraged. The voter turnout is relatively low in traditionalistic states. The culture also discourages party competition. The citizen’s role is limited on the political issues as ordinary citizens are not allowed to vote or even participate in politics.
As Elazar posited, the political culture of Texas comprises individualistic and traditionalistic elements. The long one-party history witnessed in various regions of Texas's politics characterized by low voter turnout, economic and social conservatism exemplifies the traditionalistic political culture (Talerico 15). Also, the individualistic culture is evident in Alaska's politics. The region's politics is characterized by opposition, support of private business, and overemphasis on individual initiative.
I strongly agree with Elazar's argument on the issue of political culture in Texas. Elazar derived the three subcultures following the analysis of the migration and settlement patterns that affected the political patterns of most states. This is indeed a true reflection of the political culture as seen in various states.
The moralistic political culture is evident in some regions of Texas.  This political practice was possible in such regions as Central Texas (Talerico 17). The region realized moralistic cultural values because of the citizen's engagement and participation in most political affairs.
To wrap it all, Elazar’s typology proves to be the most predominant model for the analysis of political cultures in most states. Despite the criticisms towards Elazar's model, the typology reflects the current events in most states.
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